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What is an 
endorsement?



Why does 
a student 
select an 

endorsement?



Endorsements
The Basics

Students choose an endorsement(s) when registering for their high 
school courses during 8th grade.

Students can choose/earn more than one endorsement.

Students earn an endorsement by completing the required curriculum.



Graduation Requirements + Endorsements

• 4 English Credits         

• 4 Math Credits -  * Algebra II is required 

• 4 Science Credits – Bio plus 3 advanced courses

• 4 Social Studies Credits

• 2 World Language Credits (LOTE)  also Comp Science          

• 1 PE Credit

• 1 Fine Arts Credit

• 7 Elective Credits 

TOTAL – 27 credits 

Endorsements are a natural part of 
a student's  graduation plan!
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All Academies lead to an 
Endorsement, 

not all Endorsements lead 
to an Academy.BUT



3 OR 
MORE 

CLASSES

4 OR 
MORE 

CREDITS



What is an 
Academy?

RRISD Academies





Academies
The Basics

Students can choose an Academy when registering for their high school 
courses during 8th grade.

Students can choose/complete more than one Academy.

Some Programs of Study can be completed in less than four years.

Students can earn an Academy Stole by completing their Program of Study.



Academy of Business 
& Industry



Academy of Health Science

Biomedical Science  P.L.T.W.  
Project Lead the Way  

Health Science 

Sports Medicine



Academy of 
Public Service



Academy of Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics



Academy of Visual 
& Performing Arts



Academy Opportunities 
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Westwood HS Academy Certifications
AAFCS Cert Exam - Education Fundamentals

Adobe Certified Associate (ACA) - Dreamweaver

Adobe Certified Associate (ACA) - Flash Professional

Adobe Certified Associate (ACA) - Photoshop

Adobe Certified Associate (ACA) - Premier Professional

Adobe Certified Expert (ACE) - Adobe Illustrator

Adobe Certified Expert (ACE) - InDesign

AHA Health Care Provider CPR

AHA First Aid

AHA HeartSaver CPR/First Aid

Apple Final Cut Pro

AutoCAD Certified User

Autodesk 3DS Max

Autodesk Inventor Certified User

Autodesk Revit Architecture Certified Associate

CERT/FEMA

Certified Clinical Medical Assistant

Certified Nurse Aide/Assistant

Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) - Access

Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) - Excel

Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) - PowerPoint

Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) - Word

NCCER Core Curriculum

OSHA 10 hr Construction Safety Authorization

OSHA 10 hr General Industry

OSHA 10 hr Healthcare

Quickbooks

ServSafe Manager Certification

ServSafe Food Handlers Certification

TSFA Knowledge Base Test

OPAC 10-Key

OPAC Bank Deposit

OPAC Bank Reconciliation

OPAC Basic Math

OPAC Petty Cash



All Academies lead to an 
Endorsement, 

not all Endorsements lead 
to an Academy.BUT



3 OR 
MORE 

CLASSES

4 OR 
MORE 

CREDITS



Resources
How to Earn an Endorsement
Academy Brochure
Freshman Transition Guide
Course Catalog



Academy 
Ambassadors

● Academy Ambassadors have opportunities 
to present to many audiences: peers, 
partners, parents, teachers, administrators 
and others. 

● They help with outreach efforts or become 
program developers. 

● They  learn to  be authentic young 
professionals while still in high school!



Questions? 



Further Questions?

Lucy Sanchez
CTE/Academy Specialist  
for Westwood HS

(512) 464-4191
lucy_sanchez
@roundrockisd.org


